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POPULAR MUSICAL THEATRE COURSE EXTENDED TO FIVE DAYS
The musical theatre course at Kent Music Summer School has proved so popular that it has been extended from three days to five days and will culminate in a staged performance in a fully-equipped, professional-standard theatre.
The musical theatre singing course runs from Thursday 21 to Monday 25 July at Benenden School, near Cranbrook and is suitable for boys and girls aged 12 to 19, from beginners to advanced singers.
Kent Music choirs manager Liz Samson said: “Musical theatre is proving a big hit with young people across Kent and our musical theatre singing course, launched in 2012, has attracted more and more interest. To build on this success, in 2016 we are moving the course to the theatre and extending it to five days to enable us to present staged productions using the stage and technical facilities of a professional theatre.”
The course will cover a wide range of repertoire, including rock opera, contemporary musicals, juke box, concept musicals and light opera, to enable the students to immerse themselves in a wide variety of singing and performance styles and techniques. The course will include singing, dancing and acting as well as workshops in complementary disciplines such as physical theatre, improvisation and audition technique. At the end of the course, there will be a staged performance in the theatre.

Summer School manager Phill Hyde said: “The Summer School is notching up its 69th year in 2016 and we continue to offer an exciting range of courses which allow musicians to flourish in an unrivalled atmosphere of encouragement, expertise and enjoyment. Anyone, regardless of where they live or are educated, can apply for a place.”

Benenden School is a stunning building surrounded by 240 acres of countryside near Cranbrook. When students aren’t rehearsing, there’s plenty to do with a wide range of recreational facilities, including a heated, indoor swimming pool, tennis and squash courts as well as an on-site shop. Students are provided with mainly individual rooms, high-quality catering, and are looked after by a team of experienced supervisors, qualified nurses and lifeguards.
The Musical Theatre course costs £300, including accommodation. To find out more contact the Kent Music Summer School Administrator, Valerie Cordina, at Kent Music on 01622 358402 or email vcordina@kent-music.com. Booking forms can also be downloaded from www.kent-music.com/county-music-group/summer-school-2/.
ends
Notes to editors
· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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